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A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n is now a beautiful seaside city in contemporary Israel, but it was once !a !n ! !a !n !c!i !e !n !t! ! c!i !t!y!
!w !h !o !s!e ! !n !a !m!e ! !c!o !m!e !s! !f!r!o !m! !t!h !e ! !s!a !m!e ! !r!o !o !t! !a !s! !s!h !e !k!e !l. This Philistine port city brought neighboring
peoples together to buy and sell. ! !I!f! !a !r!c!h !a !e !o !l !o !g !i !s!t!s! !w !e !r!e ! !t!o ! !d !e !s!i !g !n ! !a ! !p !l !a !c!e ! !t!o ! !e !x!a !m!i !n !e ! !t!h !e ! !e !c!o !n !o !m!y!
!o !f! !t!h !e ! !a !n !c!i !e !n !t! !w !o !r!l !d !,! !t!h !e !y! !c!o !u !l !d ! !h !a !r!d !l !y! !p !i !c!k! !a ! !b !e !t!t!e !r! !s!i !t!e ! !t!h !a !n ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !.! !A!t! !t!h !e ! !e !n !d ! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !S!o !u !t!h !
!A!r!a !b !i !a !n ! !o !v!e !r!l !a !n !d ! !s!p !i !c!e ! !r!o !u !t!e !s!,! !in the seventh century B.C.E. A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !w !a !s! !a ! !m!a !j !o !r! !c!i !t!y! !w !i !t!h ! !t!h !e !
!r!e !g !i !o !n’ !s! !l !a !r!g !e !s!t! !M!e !d !i !t!e !r!r!a !n !e !a !n ! !p !o !r!t!.! !S!i !n !c!e ! !1 !9 !8 !5 !,! !a !r!c!h !a !e !o !l !o !g !i !s!t!s! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !L !e !o !n ! !L !e !v!y! !E!x!p !e !d !i !t!i !o !n ! !t!o !
!A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !h !a !v!e ! !c!a !r!e !f!u !l !l !y! !s!i !f!t!e !d ! !t!h !r!o !u !g !h ! !t!h !e ! !r!e !m!a !i !n !s! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !a !n !c!i !e !n !t! !c!i !t!y! !i !n ! !s!e !a !r!c!h ! !o !f! !e !v!i !d !e !n !c!e ! !o !f!
!i !n !t!e !r!n !a !t!i !o !n !a !l ! !t!r!a !d !e !.

!I!n ! 701 !B!.!C !.!E!.! when the Assyrians conquered Lachish, coastal !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !e !x!t!e !n !d !e !d ! !f!o !r! !m!o !r!e ! !t!h !a !n !
!1 !5 !0 ! !a !c!r!e !s!,! !w !i !t!h ! !1 !2 !,!0 !0 !0 ! !t!o ! !1 !5 !,!0 !0 !0 ! !p !e !o !p !l !e ! !w !i !t!h !i !n ! !i !t!s! !boundaries. !T!o ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n’s! !e !a !s!t! !l !a !y! !J!u !d !a !h !,! !n !o !w !
!a !n ! !A!s!s!y!r!i !a !n ! !p !r!o !v!i !n !c!e ! !s!i !n !c!e ! !S!e !n !n !a !c!h !e !r!i !b’ !s! !i !n !c!u !r!s!i !o !n.! !T!o ! !f!e !e !d ! !t!h !a !t! !n !u !m!b !e !r! !o !f! !p !e !o !p !l !e ! !o !n ! !t!h !e !
!s!u !r!r!o !u !n !d !i !n !g ! !fertile !l !a !n !d ! !w !a !s! !i !m!p !o !s!s!i !b !l !e ! !g !i !v!e !n ! !t!h !e ! !f!e !w ! !r!u !r!a !l ! !s!e !t!t!l !e !m!e !n !t!s! !w !i !t!h !i !n ! !f!a !r!m!i !n !g ! !r!a !n !g !e ! !o !f!
!A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !. So A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! became a !!c!o !m!m!e !r!c!i !a !l ! !center!,! !w !h !e !r!e ! !t!r!a !d !e !,! !n !o !t! !a !g !r!i !c!u !l !t!u !r!e !,! !w !a !s! !t!h !e ! !p !r!i !m!a !r!y!
!m!o !d !e ! !o !f! !s!u !s!t!e !n !a !n !c!e !.

!T!h !i !r!t!y! !y!e !a !r!s! !a !g !o !,! archeologists !u !n !c!o !v!e !r!e !d ! !this !r!e !m!a !r!k!a !b !l !e ! !m!a !r!k!e !t!p !l !a !c!e.! !They wanted to know if !
!b !u !y!i !n !g ! !a !n !d ! !s!e !l !l !i !n !g ! !was p !a !r!t! !o !f! !e !v!e !r!y!d !a !y! !l !i !f!e ! !o !r! !j !u !s!t! !t!h !e ! something the wealthy took part in. !What
kinds of goods were sold here and from where did they come?  !Usually w !h !e !n ! !a ! !s!h !o !p ! !g !o !e !s! !o !u !t! !o !f!
!b !u !s!i !n !e !s!s! !o !r! !a ! !c!i !t!y! !i !s! !c!o !n !q !u !e !r!e !d !,! !a !l !l ! !t!h !e ! !g !o !o !d !s! !f!o !r! !s!a !l !e ! !a !r!e ! !t!a !k!e !n ! !a !w !a !y!; li !t!t!l !e ! !i !s! !l !e !f!t! !f!o !r! !t!h !e !
!a !r!c!h !a !e !o !l !o !g !i !s!t! !t!o ! !r!e !c!o !n !s!t!r!u !c!t!.! But the Babylonian conqueror N !e !b !u !c!h !a !d !n !e !z!z!a !r ‘s ! !d !e !s!t!r!u !c!t!i !o !n ! !o !f!
!A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !,! !in late 600 B.C.E. ! !p !r!o !v!i !d !e !d ! !a ! !u !n !i !q !u !e ! !a !r!c!h !a !e !o !l !o !g !i !c!a !l ! !opportunity. Since his soldiers
b !u !r!n !e !d ! !t!h !e ! !e !n !t!i !r!e ! !c!i !t!y!,! !!t!h !e ! !w !r!e !c!k!a !g !e ! !w !a !s! !t!o !o ! !l !a !r!g !e ! !f!o !r! !e !v!e !n ! !h !i !s! !a !r!m!i !e !s! !t!o ! !l !o !o !t! !c!o !m!p !l !e !t!e !l !y!.! !S!e !v!e !n !t!h !-
!c!e !n !t!u !r!y! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !b !e !c!a !m!e ! !a !n ! !i !d !e !a !l ! !t!i !m!e ! !c!a !p !s!u !l !e !,! !a !n !d ! !i !t! !p !r!e !s!e !r!v!e !d ! !t!h !e ! !a !n !c!i !e !n !t! !N !e !a !r! !E!a !s!t’ !s! !
!m!a !r!k!e !t!p !l !a !c!e ! for archeologists to uncover.

Evidence of Trade
Archeologists, historians, mathematicians and other scholars have been studying  the artifacts, as
well as Biblical texts, to understand what they told about trade in the region:

• !T!h !e ! !diversity of w !e !i !g !h !t!s! !a !n !d ! scales !!e !x!c!a !v!a !t!e !d showed that there was !a d !i !v!e !r!s!i !t!y! o !f! !b !u !y!e !r!s!
!a !n !d ! !s!e !l !l !e !r!s at the market, n !o !t! !a ! !s!p !e !c!i !a !l !i !z!e !d ! !or wealthy f!e !w.

• !S!k!i !n !n !e !d ! !s!h !e !e !p ! !w !e !r!e ! !s!o !l !d ! !p !i !e !c!e ! !b !y! !p !i !e !c!e ! !u !n !t!i !l ! !a !l !l ! !t!h !a !t! !r!e !m!a !i !n !e !d ! !w !e !r!e ! !t!h !e ! !h !e !a !d !s!,! !w !h !i !c!h ! !w !e !r!e !
!d !i !s!c!a !r!d !e !d ! !i !n ! !t!h !e ! !s!t!r!e !e !t!s!.! !An archeologist s!t!u !dy!ing !!t!h !ese ! !b !o !n !e !s! !i !d !e !n !t!i !f!i !e !d ! !t!h !e ! !p !o !r!t!i !o !n !s! !o !f! !t!h !e !
!c!a !r!c!a !s!s! !t!h !a !t! !r!e !m!a !i !n !e !d ! !a !f!t!e !r! !t!h !e ! !b !u !t!c!h !e !r! !w !a !s! !f!i !n !i !s!h !e !d ! !s!e !l !l !i !n !g ! !t!h !e ! !m!e !a !t!.!

• !A!n !o !t!h !e !r! !s!t!u !d !y!,! !s!h !o !w !e !d ! !t!h !a !t! !N !i !l !e ! !p !e !r!c!h ! !a !n !d ! !s!e !a ! !b !a !s!s! !c!a !m!e ! !i !n ! !w !i !t!h ! !t!h !e ! !s!h !i !p !s from the
Mediterranean ports of  Greece and Cyprus!.!

• !T!h !r!o !u !g !h ! !a !n ! !a !m!a !z!i !n !g ! !p !i !e !c!e ! !o !f! !s!c!h !o !l !a !r!s!h !i !p !,! !two Israeli scientists were able to ! !s!h !o !w ! !w !h !e !r!e !
!m!u !c!h ! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !m!a !r!k!e !t!p !l !a !c!e ! !g !r!a !i !n ! !c!a !m!e ! !f!r!o !m!.! !W!h !i !l !e ! !g !r!a !i !n ! !m!a !y! !b !e ! !t!h !e ! !s!a !m!e ! !a !l !l ! !o !v!e !r!,! !c!e !r!t!a !i !n !
!w !e !e !d !s! !g !r!o !w ! !o !n !l !y! !i !n ! !s!p !e !c!i !f!i !c! !g !e !o !g !r!a !p !h !i !c! !z!o !n !e !s!,! !a !n !d ! !they w !e !r!e ! !a !b !l !e ! !t!o ! !l !o !c!a !t!e ! !t!h !e ! !o !r!i !g !i !n ! !o !f! !t!h !e !
!w !e !e !d !s! !t!h !a !t! !h !a !d ! !b !e !e !n ! !u !n !i !n !t!e !n !t!i !o !n !a !l !l !y! !g !a !t!h !e !r!e !d ! !w !i !t!h ! !t!h !e ! !g !r!a !i !n !.! !S!o !m!e ! !s!a !c!k!s! !o !f! !w !h !e !a !t! !w !e !r!e !
!i !m!p !o !r!t!e !d ! !o !v!e !r!l !a !n !d ! !f!r!o !m! !J!u !d !a !h !,! !a !n !d ! !o !t!h !e !r! !s!a !c!k!s! !c!a !m!e ! !b !y! !s!h !i !p ! !f!r!o !m! !t!h !e ! !S!h !a !r!o !n ! !p !l !a !i !n !,! !n !e !a !r!
!T!e !l ! !A!v!i !v!.!



• T!h !e ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !m!a !r!k!e !t!p !l !a !c!e ! !a !l !s!o ! !o !f!f!e !r!e !d ! !u !p !s!c!a !l !e ! !p !r!o !d !u !c!t!s!,! !s!u !c!h ! !a !s! !b !e !a !u !t!i !f!u !l ! !E!a !s!t! !G!r!e !e !k!
!p !o !t!t!e !r!y!. !T!o ! !t!h !e ! !a !n !c!i !e !n !t!s! !t!h !e !s!e ! !w !e !r!e ! !s!i !m!p !l !y! !t!h !e ! !b !e !s!t! !c!e !r!a !m!i !c! !t!a !b !l !e !w !a !r!e ! !t!h !a !t! !m!o !n !e !y! !c!o !u !l !d !
!b !u !y!.! !T!h !e ! !G!r!e !e !k! !p !o !t!s! !w !e !r!e ! !s!u !c!h ! !a ! !h !i !t! !t!h !a !t! !t!h !e !y! !were ! !!f!o !u !n !d ! !i !n ! !c!o !a !s!t!a !l ! !s!e !t!t!l !e !m!e !n !t!s! !f!r!o !m! !S!p !a !i !n !
!t!o ! !t!h !e ! !B!l !a !c!k! !S!e !a ! !t!o ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !.! !A!t! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !,! !t!h !e !s!e ! !G!r!e !e !k! !d !e !c!o !r!a !t!e !d ! !v!e !s!s!e !l !s! !c!o !m!p !e !t!e !d ! !i !n ! !t!h !e !
!h !i !g !h !-!e !n !d ! !m!a !r!k!e !t! !w !i !t!h !b !o !w !l !s! !from the Island of Cyprus and ceramic !i !t!e !m!s! !o !f!f!e !r!e !d ! !b !y! !t!h !e !
!P!h !o !e !n !i !c!i !a !n !s!.!

• !N !o !t! !e !v!e !r!y! !p !i !e !c!e ! !o !f! !p !o !t!t!e !r!y! !w !a !s! !a ! !t!h !i !n !g ! !o !f! !b !e !a !u !t!y!,! !h !o !w !e !v!e !r!.! !T!h !e ! !r!o !u !g !h ! !l !o !c!a !l !! !c!o !o !k!i !n !g ! !p !o !t! !w !a !s!
!a ! !s!p !e !c!i !a !l !i !z!e !d ! !v!e !s!s!e !l ! !m!a !d !e ! !j !u !s!t! !o !u !t!s!i !d !e ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !a !n !d ! !b !r!o !u !g !h !t! !t!o ! !t!h !e ! !c!i !t!y! !f!o !r! !d !i !s!t!r!i !b !u !t!i !o !n ! !v!i !a !
!t!h !e ! !m!a !r!k!e !t!.! !I!t! !c!o !m!p !e !t!e !d ! !w !i !t!h ! !c!o !o !k!i !n !g ! !p !o !t!s! !f!r!o !m! !P!h !o !e !n !i !c!i !a !,! !S!y!r!i !a ! !a !n !d ! !e !v!e !n ! !G!r!e !e !c!e !.! !T!h !e !
!k!i !t!c!h !e !n !s! !o !f! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !h !a !d ! !a !c!c!e !s!s! !t!o ! !s!p !e !c!i !a !l ! !k!i !t!c!h !e !n !w !a !r!e ! !f!r!o !m! !a !l !l ! !o !v!e !r! !t!h !e ! !e !a !s!t!e !r!n !
!M!e !d !i !t!e !r!r!a !n !e !a !n !.!

!
Networks of Trade
I!n ! !s!h !o !r!t!,! !a !l !l ! !t!h !e ! !n !e !c!e !s!s!i !t!i !e !s! !a !n !d ! !l !u !x!u !r!i !e !s! !o !f! !l !i !f!e ! !w !e !r!e ! !d !i !s!c!o !v!e !r!e !d ! !t!o !g !e !t!h !e !r! !i !n ! !t!h !e ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !
!m!a !r!k!e !t!p !l !a !c!e !,! !f!r!o !m! !t!h !e ! !g !r!a !i !n !,! !m!e !a !t! !a !n !d ! !w !i !n !e ! !f!o !r! !d !a !i !l !y! !s!u !b !s!i !s!t!e !n !c!e ! !t!o ! !e !l !e !g !a !n !t! !G!r!e !e !k! !pottery; !a !l !l ! !w !e !r!e !
!p !a !i !d ! !i !n ! !s!i !l !v!e !r! !w !e !i !g !h !e !d ! !a !t! !t!h !e ! !l !o !c!a !l ! !s!c!a !l !e !.!

T!r!a !d !e ! !f!r!o !m! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !i !n !l !a !n !d ! !r!a !d !i !a !t!e !d ! !i !n ! !m!a !n !y! !d !i !r!e !c!t!i !o !n !s!.! A!t! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !,! !the people living closer
inland, like the Judeans !c!a !m!e ! !t!o !g !e !t!h !e !r! !with other people in the region i !n ! !a ! !y!e !a !r!-!r!o !u !n !d ! !f!l !u !r!r!y! !o !f!
!t!r!a !d !e ! !a !n !d ! !e !x!c!h !a !n !g !e !.! !T!h !e ! !e !c!o !n !o !m!y! !g !r!e !w !,! !n !o !t! !t!h !r!o !u !g !h ! !c!o !n !q !u !e !s!t!,! !b !u !t! !b !y! !b !r!i !n !g !i !n !g ! !t!o !g !e !t!h !e !r! !m!o !r!e !
!p !r!o !d !u !c!e !r!s! !a !n !d ! !m!o !r!e ! !c!o !n !s!u !m!e !r!s!.! !

!S!o !m!e !t!i !m!e ! !a !f!t!e !r! !t!h !e ! !A!s!s!y!r!i !a !n ! !c!o !n !q !u !e !s!t! !o !f! !J!u !d !a !h ! !i !n ! !7 !0 !1 ! !B!.!C !.!E!.!,! !P!h !i !l !i !s!t!i !n !e ! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !i !n !v!e !s!t!e !d ! !h !e !a !v!i !l !y!
!i !n ! !w !i !n !e ! !p !r!o !d !u !c!t!i !o !n !,! !a !n !d ! !the P!h !i !l !i !s!t!i !n !e ! !city of E!k!r!o !n ! !t!u !r!n !e !d ! !t!o ! !o !l !i !v!e ! !o !i !l ! !p !r!o !d !u !c!t!i !o !n !.! J!u !s!t! !a !s! !w !e ! !c!a !n !
!s!h !o !w ! !t!h !a !t! !g !r!a !i !n ! !a !n !d ! !f!i !s!h ! !a !n !d ! !f!i !n !e ! pottery w !e !r!e ! !c!o !m!i !n !g ! !i !n from Mediterranean cities!,! !t!h !e ! !d !i !s!c!o !v!e !r!i !e !s!
!a !t! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n ! !s!h !o !w ! !u !s! !t!h !a !t! !w !i !n !e ! !a !n !d ! !o !l !i !v!e ! !o !i !l ! !w !e !r!e ! !g !o !i !n !g ! !o !u !t!.! !
!
T!h !e ! successful !c!o !m!m!e !r!c!i !a !l ! !s!e !a !p !o !r!t! !o !f! !A!s!h !k!e !l !o !n !  !c!o !u !l !d ! !n !o !t! !c!o !m!p !e !t!e ! !w !i !t!h ! Babylonian !a !r!m!i !e !s! !f!r!o !m!
!M!e !s!o !p !o !t!a !m!i !a ! sweeping through the Near East. In 604 B.C.E. they marched into the Ashkelon
Market smashing all the pottery, killing its inhabitants and burning it to the ground. F!r!o !m! !t!h !e !
!p !e !r!s!p !e !c!t!i !v!e ! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !m!o !d !e !r!n ! !h !i !s!t!o !r!i !a !n !,! !N !e !b !u !c!h !a !d !n !e !z!z!a !r! !c!o !u !l !d ! !h !a !r!d !l !y! !h !a !v!e ! !p !i !c!k!e !d ! !a ! !b !e !t!t!e !r! !p !l !a !c!e ! !t!o !
!d !e !m!o !l !i !s!h !.! !B!y! destroying !t!h !e ! !c!i !t!y!,! !h !e ! !s!e !a !l !e !d ! !i !n ! !i !t!s! !r!u !i !n !s!.! !G!r!e !e !k!,! !C !y!p !r!i !o !t! !a !n !d ! !P!h !o !e !n !i !c!i !a !n ! !p !o !t!t!e !r!y!,!
!t!o !g !e !t!h !e !r! !w !i !t!h ! !l !o !c!a !l ! !p !o !t!t!e !r!y! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !s!o !u !t!h !e !r!n ! !L !e !v!a !n !t!,! !w !e !r!e ! !t!r!a !p !p !e !d ! !i !n ! !t!h !e ! !r!u !b !b !l !e !.! Over !y!e !a !r!s! !of
excavation and study, archeologists ! !l !e !a !r!n !e !d ! !t!h !e ! !s!e !c!r!e !t!s! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !b !o !n !e !s!,! !s!e !e !d !s!,! !m!e !t!a !l ! !a !n !d ! !p !o !t!t!e !r!y!
!t!h !e ! !p !e !o !p !l !e ! !o !f! !t!h !e ! !c!i !t!y! !p !r!o !d !u !c!e !d ! !a !n !d ! !j !u !s!t! !w !h !a !t! !k!i !n !d ! !o !f! !l !i !f!e ! !t!h !e !y! !e !n !j !o !y!e !d ! !i !n ! !t!h !e ! !d !a !y!s! !b !e !f!o !r!e ! !t!h !e ! !e !n !d !.!
They !f!o !u !n !d ! !t!h !a !t! !t!h !e !i !r! !e !c!o !n !o !m!i !c! !l !i !f!e ! !w !a !s! !a ! !l !o !t! !m!o !r!e ! !m!o !d !e !r!n ! !t!h !a !n ! !m!i !g !h !t! !h !a !v!e ! !b !e !e !n ! !e !x!p !e !c!t!e !d ! !o !f! !a !n !
!a !n !c!i !e !n !t! !s!o !c!i !e !t!y! and through the buying and selling of goods they created networks of trade and
interdependence between the many diverse peoples living in the region.


